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wood that the slaves had to drag behind them wherever they went, the tin-plate 
mask designed to prevent the slaves eating the sugar-cane, the iron collar. 
Whipping was interrupted in order to pass a piece of hot wood on the buttocks 
of the victim; salt, pepper, citron, cinders, aloes, and hot ashes were i*>ured 
on the bleeding wounds. Mutilations were common, limbs, ears, and sometimes 
the private parts, to deprive them of the pleasures which they could indulge 
in without expense. Their masters poured burning wax on their arms and hands 
and shoulders, emptied the boiling cane sugar over their heads, burned them 
alive, roasted them on slow fires, tilled them with guni>owder and blew them 
up with a match; buried them up to the neck and smeared their heads with 
sugar that the tlies might devour them; fastened them near to nests of ants 
or wasps ; made them eat their excrement, drink their urine, and lick the saliva 
of other slaves. The torture of the collar was specially reserved for women 
who were suspected of abortion, and the collar never left their necks until they 
had produced a child. 

NON-VIOLENCE AND SELF-DEFENSE 

The tactics of non-violence will continue and should continue. We too believed 
in non-violence tactics in Monroe. We’ve used these tactics; we’ve used all 
tactics. But we also believe that any struggle for liberation should be a flexible 
struggle. We shouldn’t take the attitude that one method alone is the way to 
liberation. This is to become dogmatic. This is to fall into the same sort of 
dogmatism practiced by some of the religious fanatics. We can’t afford to develop 
this type of attitude. We must use non-violence as a means as long as this is 
feasible, but the day will come when conditions become so pronounced that 
non-violence will be suicidal in itself. The day is surely coming when we will 
see more violence on the same American scene. The day is surely coming when 
some of the same Negroes will have denounced our using weapons for self-defense 
will be arming themselves. 

I would prefer to think of myself as an Inter-Nationalist. That is, I’m interested 
in the problems of all mankind. I’m interested in the problems of Africa, of 
Asia, and of Latin America. I believe that we all have the same struggle; a 
struggle for liberation. Discrimination and race hatred are undesirable, and 
I’m just as much against racial discrimination, in all forms, every place in 
the world, as I am against it in the United States. 

What do we mean by “nationalism”? When you consider the present white 
American society it can be classified as nothing but a nationalistic society based 
on race. Yet as soon as an Afro-American sj>eaks out for his people, and is 
conscious and proud of his people’s historical roots and culture, he becomes 
a “nationalist.” I don’t mind these labels. I don’t care what they call me. I 
believe in justice for all people. And because the Afro-American is the most 
exploited, the most oppressed in our society, I believe in working foremost for 
his liberation. 



[Reprinted from Foreign Language Press, Peking] 

Statement Calling on the People of the World To Unite To Oppose Racial 
Discrimination by U.S. Imperialism and Support the American Negroes in 
Tiieir Struggle Against Racial Discrimination 

(By Mao Tse-Tung) 

An American Negro leader now taking refuge in Cuba, Mr. Robert Williams, 
the former President of the Monroe, North Carolina, Chapter of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Coloured People, has twice this year asked 
me for a statement in support of the American Negroes’ struggle against racial 
discrimination. On behalf of the Chinese people, I wish to take this opportunity 
to express our resolute support for the American Negroes in their struggle against 
racial discrimination and for freedom and equal rights. 

There are more than 19 million Negroes in the United States, or about 11 
per cent of the total population. They are enslaved, oppressed and discriminated 
against — such is their position in society. The overwhelming majority of the 
Negroes are deprived of their right to vote. In general, it is only the most back- 
breaking and despised jobs that are open to them. Their average wages are no 
more than a third or a half those of the white people. The ratio of unemploy- 
ment among them is the highest. In many states they are forbidden to go to the 
same school, eat at the same table, or travel in the same section of a bus or 
train as the white people. Negroes are frequently and arbitrarily arrested, beaten 
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up and murdered by the U.S. authorities at various levels and by members of 
the Ku Klux Klan and other racists. About half of the American Negroes are 
concentrated in eleven states in the south of the United States, where the dis- 
crimination and persecution they suffer are especially shocking. 

The American Negroes are awakening and their resistance is becoming stronger 
and stronger. In recent years there has been continuous expansion in the mass 
struggle of the American Negroes against racial discrimination and for freedom 
and equal rights. 

In 1957 the Negro people in Little Rock, Arkansas, waged a fierce struggle 
against the barring of their children from public schools. The authorities used 
armed force against them, and there resulted the Little Rock incident which 
shocked the world. 

In 1960 Negroes in more than twenty states held “sit-in” demonstrations pro- 
testing against racial segregation in local restaurants, shops and other public 
places. 

In 1961 the Negroes launched a campaign of “freedom riders” to oppose racial 
segregation in transport, a campaign which rapidly spread to many states. 

In 1962 the Negroes in Mississippi fought for the equal right to enroll in col- 
leges, and the authorities greeted them with a blood bath. 

This year, the struggle of the American Negroes started early in April in 
Birmingham, Alabama. Unarmed, bare-handed Negro people were subjected to 
wholesale arrests and the most barbarous suppression merely because they were 
holding meetings and parades against racial discrimination. On June 12 Mr. 
Medgar Evers, a leader of the Negro people in Mississippi, was murdered in 
cold blood. Aroused to indignation and defying brutal suppression, these Negro 
masses carried on their struggle even more courageously and quickly won the 
support of Negroes and all sections of the people throughout the United States. 
A gigantic and vigorous nation-wide struggle is going on in nearly every state 
and city of the United States; and the struggle is mounting. American Negro 
organizations have decided to start a “freedom march” on Washington on 
August 28, in which 250,000 people will take part 

The speedy development of the struggle of the American Negroes is a mani- 
festation of the sharpening of class struggle and national struggle within the 
United States; it has been causing increasing anxiety to U.S. ruling circles. 
The Kennedy Administration has resorted to cunning two-faced tactics. On the 
one hand, it continues to connive at and take part in the discrimination against 
Negroes and their persecution; it even sends troops to suppress them. On the 
other hand, in its attempt to lull the fighting will of the Negro people and 
deceive the masses throughout the country, the Kennedy Administration is pa- 
rading as an advocate of the “defence of human rights” and “the protection of 
the civil rights of Negroes”, is calling upon the Negro people to exercise “re- 
straint” and is proposing the “civil rights legislation” to Congress. But more 
and more Negroes are seeing through these tactics of the Kennedy Administra- 
tion. The fascist atrocities committed by the U.S. imperialists against the Negro 
people have laid bare the true nature of the so-called democracy and freedom of 
the United States and revealed the inner link between the reactionary policies 
pursued by the U.S. government at home and its policies of aggression abroad. 

I call on the workers, peasants, revolutionary intellectuals, enlightened ele- 
ments of the bourgeoisie and other enlightened persons of all colours in the 
world, whether white, black, yellow or brown, to unite to oppose the racial dis- 
crimination practised by U.S. imperialism and support the American Negroes in 
their struggle against racial discrimination. In the final analysis, a national 
struggle is a question of class struggle. In the United States, it is only the 
reactionary ruling circles among the whites who oppress the Negro people. They 
can in no way represent the workers, farmers, revolutionary intellectuals and 
other enlightened persons who comprise the overwhelming majority of the white 
people. At present, it is the handful of imperialists headed by the United States, 
and their supporters, the reactionaries in different countries, who are inflicting 
oppression, aggression and intimidation on the overwhelming majority of the 
nations and peoples of the world. We are in the majority and they are in the 
minority. At most, they make up less than 10 per cent of the 3,000 million popu- 
lation of the world. I am firmly convinced that, with the support of more than 
90 per cent of the people of the world, the American Negroes will be victorious 
in their just struggle. The evil system of colonialism and imperialism grew up 
along with enslavement of Negroes, and it will surely come to its end with the 
thorough emancipation of the black people. 



